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The Scratching Post 
June, 2021 

LOOKING BACK—LOOKING AHEAD! 
The past 16 months in education have been historic—there is no doubt! While districts 
all over the world grappled with the challenges of educating students during a pandem-
ic and dealing with conflicting information and political pressure, our students at BCS 
were able to return to school last August to learn, work, and play for the entire school 
year with no interruption! As a result of our COVID safety protocols, our Wildcats were 
able to participate in all scheduled activities and sports (albeit—some virtually!). BCS 
was indeed the safest place to be!  
 

Looking back at teaching and learning through a pandemic, it is clear that life was not all 
that bad! Zoom meetings and “virtual” conferences saved lots of time and miles trav-
elled. We all developed technical skills that we never needed prior to March 2020. We 
moved to 1:1 digital device access for all students K-12 and implemented some awe-
some teaching tools that will stay with us! Students became leaders in their classrooms 
to help keep everyone safe by masking up when they needed to and following hand-
washing and classroom cleaning protocols.   
 

Looking ahead at re-opening the school for the 2021-2022 year, we anticipate some 
changes—for the GOOD! With the COVID dial hovering between “yellow” and “green” 
status—there is growing hope that masks will be optional, the small gym will become a 
gym again, and Elementary teachers will get their common planning time restored. The 
Federal American Rescue Plan ESSER funds will provide additional instructional support 
for students in all grade levels for learning recovery and acceleration. Our students, 
families, and patrons will be able to come out to our VARSITY games—without space or 
occupancy restrictions! There will be concerts, dances, and celebrations as we return to 
learn and a new “normal” that appreciates the value of working together for a common 
cause, looking out for each other, and doing the best we can with what we have.  
 

Our heartfelt gratitude goes to BCS staff members, for all of their extra work and worry 
this year! To our BCS families, thank you for entrusting the health, safety, and education 
of your children to us. We ARE Banner County School—and we ROCK! 
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BCS Honor Roll Students  

Semester 2—2020-2021 
 

HIGH HONOR ROLL 

Grade 8 

Isaac Olsen (GPA 4.00) 
Grade 11 

Makyla Mason (GPA 3.95) 

Lily Teeple (GPA 3.96) 
Grade 12 

Kathryn Blankenship (GPA 4.00) 
 

HONOR ROLL 

Grade 6 

Kohl Krakow (GPA 3.65) 

Leeigh McGowan (GPA 3.79) 
Grade 7 

Logan Mason (GPA 3.43) 

Layton Mossberg (GPA 3.33) 

Gabriel Teeple (GPA 3.86) 
Grade 8 

Riley Jones (GPA 3.57) 

Jaelyn Yetter (GPA 3.67) 
Grade 9 

Nathan Clement (GPA 3.67) 

Brendyn Onstott (GPA 3.43) 

Jacob Parsons (GPA 3.29) 
Grade 11 

Maddison Hill (GPA 3.48) 

Kairyn Miller (GPA 3.37) 

David Selves (GPA 3.48) 

Jamie Triolo (GPA 3.71) 
Grade 12 

Hadassah Grubbs (GPA 3.76) 

Cheyanne Knisley (GPA 3.71) 

SUMMER  
READING  
PROGRAM 
Students enter-
ing grades K-3 
are enjoying lit-
eracy and lan-
guage activities 
in the Library on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through mid-July.  

 
Some of the weekly 
themes are 
“Sharks,” 
“Rainbows,” 
“Volcanos,” and 
“Earth.” Students 
have made volcanos 
erupt and studied 
soil to make “dirt” 
cups! 
 

Calling all HIGH SCHOOL 
student athletes! 

Summer strength and conditioning training is 
being offered at 6:30am and 6:00pm each 
Monday through Thursday in the Old Gym 
through July 31..  
Contact Coach Avila or Coach Jones for more 
information! 
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Banner County School Selected for  

Program to Expand Farm to School Initiatives 

Banner County School was selected as one of eight Nebraska 

school teams to attend the 2021 Nebraska Farm to School Insti-

tute this June. The Nebraska Department of Education and Ne-

braska Extension are offering this Institute to support selected 

schools in designing and implementing effective school-wide 

farm to school (F2S) programs—programs that create a culture 

of wellness, improve food quality and access, engage students in agriculture and nutrition 

education, and strengthen local food systems.  

The Nebraska Farm to School Institute brings selected school teams together for a week-

long intensive virtual gathering to build a F2S action plan for their school community. Then, 

with the support of a coach, they will spend the 2021-2022 school year putting their plans 

into action and implementing new programs like farm visits, gardening and cooking activi-

ties, serving seasonal foods in the cafeteria, and offering hands-on food-based science, 

math, and literacy lessons.  

Banner County School’s primary goal is to establish a school garden to support educational 

programming for students across all grade levels and to extend opportunities for student-to-

student interaction among elementary, middle school, and high school students. Plans for a 

raised bed poly-tunnel and an indoor aquaponics garden are underway to supply our salad 

bar.  

 

BCS students are active in both FFA and 4H. In the aftermath of the COVID pandemic, we 

look forward to renewing and strengthening the connection between the school and the 

community through the F2S Institute. When school reopens in August, we invite local gar-

deners to donate their surplus produce to our school cafeteria. Zucchini burgers, anyone? 

The eight teams selected for the 2021 NE Farm to School In-

stitute are: Banner County School, Harrisburg, NE;  Burwell 

Public Schools, Burwell, NE;  Gering High School, Gering, 

NE;  Humboldt Table Rock Steinauer Public Schools, Hum-

boldt, NE;  Overton Public Schools, Overton, NE;  Pius X, Lin-

coln, NE;  Southern Public Schools, Wymore, NE;  and Umon-

hon Nation Public Schools, Macy, NE.  
 

The Nebraska Farm to School Institute is developed partly 

from funds provided to the Nebraska Department of Educa-

tion by the USDA Farm to School Grant Program. This Grant 

Program began in 2010 when Congress provided $5 million 

annually in mandatory funding for the farm to school com-

petitive grant and technical assistance program. The Farm 

to School Act of 2021 would triple previous funding amounts 

and ensure equitable access to the USDA Farm to School 

Grant Program.   
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Order your 2022 Community Calendar 

Don’t miss another Birthday or Anniversary! The BCPSF 
Community Calendar is STILL only  $5.00. The 2022 Calen-
dar will be available by pre-paid order only.  If you need to 
update your family information, include changes on the 
form below and submit by JULY 31, 2021!  
We anticipate the calendar being ready for pick up in       
December at the Christmas Concert!  

 
Please complete the form below and return to school along with your payment to:  

BCPS Foundation 
 
NAME: __________________________________________ Phone ____________________ 
 
Changes or additions to calendar  
                           (Circle One) 
ADD 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
 
DELETE 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Number of calendars ($5 each): _____________  Payment enclosed: ________________ 
 

Become a Community Calendar Sponsor! 
Your support of the Banner County Public School Foundation will be recognized in the homes of our patrons 
throughout the year as they mark the birthday and anniversary dates of loved ones and neighbors! 
 
This year, limited space is available for business ads in 3 sizes.  
If you decide to sponsor the Birthday Calendar, send payment 
and your ad details by July 13th to:  

evelyn.browne@bcswildcats.org.  

1-space 1.25” x 2” $25.00 

2-space 1.25”x3.25” $50.00 

3-space 1.25”x5.5” $75.00 

Add a logo at no extra cost!  

mailto:evelyn.browne@bcswildcats.org
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
 
June 14, 2021 
 

Awards and Recognition 
President Ron Johnson commended the following students and staff: 
-Students with perfect attendance for the 20-21 school year: Natali Cordero, Kambrie Loutzenhiser, Kassie 
Loutzenhiser 
-BCEA awarded Brittany Serres as this year's "Friend of Education" 
- Wittni Boettcher and STUCO for planning, organizing, and implementing the "Last Day of School" activities. 
Hearing on Parental Involvement and Student Fees 
A public hearing was held at 7:08PM for the purposes of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions, 
or observations of patrons relating to Board of Education Policy 1005.3 Patron and Parental Involvement and 
Policy 504.19 Student Fees.  
Public Comment and Discussion on the 2021-2022 Return to Learn Plan 
Board members and Public provided input and comment on Return to Learn Plan for the 2021-2022 School 
Year. A request for public comment is also posted on the BCS website as required by the American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) ESSER III application. 
Board Actions 
-Approve and accept the bid from Peetz Farmers Coop to supply propane to the School District and associated 
members of the Interlocal for the fixed price of $1.05 per gallon delivered to the Interlocal members' propane 
tanks beginning September 1, 2021, and ending on August 31, 2022. All other bids are rejected.  
-Approve the purchase of 10 Chromebooks and 85 HP ProBook laptops from CDW for $64,818.00. ESSER II 
Grant will cover $54,932 of the purchase.  
-Approve purchase of telephone system, telephones, and switches from Mobius Communications for 
$16,958.39.  
-Approve purchase of wrestling mat for $8,750 from Dollamur Sports.  

Complete minutes are posted on our website: www.bcswildcats.org 

Sub at BCS!!! 
Do you have 60 semester credit hours of college coursework? 

You may qualify for a Local Substitute Permit! 

BCS substitutes earn $130 per day (7:45 am -3:45 pm) and lunch is on us! 

Contact Principal Charles Jones at (308) 436-5262 or charles.jones@bcswildcats.org 

 
Banner County School is an Equal Opportunity Employer 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Did you know? 
Banner County organized the first county-wide school district in 

1955, and the new K-12 school was completed in 1958. 

The school district covers 727 square miles 

and school buses covered over 4,700 miles per week, carrying 

some 300 students.  

During the 20-21 school year, our bus-

es carried 125 students, covering 

about 3,030 miles per week. Our stu-

dents also travelled to 110 activities—

for a total of 126,996 miles travelled 

safely this year!  

 

Despite sometimes challenging condi-

tions on our mostly gravel roads, the 

district’s promise to provide door to 

school transportation continues. We 

were again incident and accident 

free this year! We appreciate the care 

and attention for our students that our 

drivers provide each day!  


